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~ The Great
arvard Club Raid.-

" Eliot Ness takes aim atii
organized crime in Clevelant
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‘ever. Oil. iron and steel. autos and tools, shipping and haul |
: .-:-lndusmas that camed Cleve.iand 0 l:he helghbs now !

Justice Will Be Done (left to right): McGrath special deputies batter the "
Chickie. Photos courtesy Cleveland Press Collection/Cleveland State Univers

The raid was the biggest single-event story in the region since the
May Day Riots of 1919. It covered the front pages of all three daily news-
papers for days before fading away as the city careened into the busiesi
news year in its history — the Republican Convention, the Great Lakes
Exposition. the American Legion Convocation and the nation’s first seri-
al murder case. The Kingsbury Run or “torso " murders.

leveland. 1936. After a 70-year boom. the city had fallen.

From the days of the Civil War. the ambitious little town at the

corner of the great lake and the crooked river had risen like a met

ropolitan meteor. One million people at its zenith'in early 1929. il

was the sixth-largest city in the nation. ranking even higher as an

industrial powerhouse. financial center and political stronghold_ The Foresi
City. Jewel of the Midwest. Millionaires’ Row.

The Depression struck like a thunderstorm and settled in Cleveland like a

hard rain, soaking the city with harsh new realities. Within two years. a third

of the jobs were gone. More than a dozen major banks had failed. closed for
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{eputies batter the Thomas Club door. Busted, James “Shimmy"” Patton, Arthur Hehelrand’ _
veland State University. Safety Director Eliot Ness (driving). Plain Dealer photo. Ness® sawed-nff_ 10tgul

- who had brought down Al Capo

Chicago hogged the front pages with photos of bulle:x»rlddlad budies as.
mob wars raged. There was little of that in Cleveland. not because there was
less illegal activity but because there was so much more. Irish, Italian and
Jewish gangs united in efficient harmony. sharing an abundance of ill-gotten
gains. Criminals here were far too busy making money to waste tlme_ sho_ul— .
ing each other. :

Something had to be done. and. at last. something was. In November 1935.._ !
the city rallied 1 the first reform slate in two generations and elected Harold
Burton as mayor. A nominal Republican, Burton was mdependznt-m!nded
and independently wealthy. with an impeccable reputation that earneda clear
mandate from the people and the wholehearted support of the city s elite.

Moving quickly to fulfill his new broom promise. Burton mad hi& ﬁ
headline only days after 1hc election when he reached beyﬂnd-

faire tradition of regional law enfurcement.
Eliot Ness. :
At 32, Ness was already famous as the last of

;wessarytolurehlmto(:lewian_ :
im 1""35111luc:lt.'JI"ht’,G-hrlanw'.'i".a‘ Irea
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_on the state of the ci
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hnulh_?ﬁ yawds away Like Cullitan. McNamee sirrr: |
ply knock:ed. warrant in hand. A huge man. inan

: Ihir_n the Mnt and a badge and damanded entr)
The be‘hemmh responded wnh a sh;m l’:xglztl

Tfileasum as usuaL Mcm: than LI[}GG gamblm dmers-; .
and gucsts made fnil use of the fine facﬁmes. obim 0

pers, Justanother Fnday mght at the Harvard Cluh. 5
 Outside itwas beglnntngm]ookas ﬂmugﬁ some-
~ one would get killed at any moment. McNamee's
band held its shaky ground at the parking shack.
more out of necessity than confidence. There was
nowhere to hide. Their pistols and a few | pump rifles.
were no match for the "I‘ommy guns across the
- gravel drive. Patton’s men knew it. too. emboldened
by the minute. encroaching on the shack a few feet
atatime. Suddenly. a thug stepped out of the dark-
ness, walked up to Frank Celebrezze. put the barrel
 of a gun under his left ear and cockcd the hamme;
: M-:Namee and Mahon would T&ter say. that :hey 1
no dcuht he was gomgm pull ‘the tnggcﬁf another
unidentified Patton soldier hadn't stepped in and
-___siapped the gun’away }ney[ Guy's a copper. for
~ Christ’s sake. You wanna put the jacket on us A
He shoved him back toward the club. The gunman
~ slouched away. scolded like a schoolboy. Cooler
~ head: "had prevailed.bumatfer lﬁug. : =lis
A shiny stretch Buick cruised up the drive. lurch-
ing to a 1__1_;_1_: _b,y.me'_doo_r._ _'I_jh__e smhby_ ll_nle man in
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o 'Pat:on turned and ealkets away Hls Iackeys hus
- tled to keep pace.

~ whether Patton was b!ufﬂng. To Cullitan. it didn't
~ matter. This moment had been discussed on New
~ Year's Eve and now it had come. He orderedlthtmml i
'mbackof[ﬂlepmperty nd re. |

i .Essa statt@n‘at the corner. it was time to play___ (G=F

. Harvard cmb -
Karpis was almed to the rald 1t th

~ Back in the shack, no one venture.d 10 guess

trump card.

 liot Ness was at Cleveland ..Pb'licé Head il

ms Frands'cﬂmm = ?iam' :
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Shimmy reached inside his .coat_..yaﬂkg_:d;buf 2l
snubnosed 38, and offered it to him like a nlt:kéi'tn_ - anc
a bum. Ness ignored it ‘The.se ofﬁcers are htre o Re

Mr Patmn Ehey wil] serve that V.
whans oingto happen. -

"his]lfc.itwas a gamz vnth the ﬂx._ : @nce: hz start  befc
fed shoctlng it uut w!th a smaII army of cups._ ¢ onds, a"’fu_llfscél':
It didnt stop

: will be taken for - He looked at hls..

14 minutes.”
Patton raised an cyebmw* A cn ce

W.alked away i

i moveaafast as the occupan vard Club

~ inthe next 13 minutes and 50 seconds. T‘he remain- |
‘ing guests fled like roaches from a kIlchen light

! Most drove away. Some pulled oﬁzr

~ outdoor crowd to watch the ﬁnai acl:.

~ turned into stevedores, hauiing eno

: dise through the back bay doors tnst

l‘oared awayb :
By Lhe 1ime Ness. walked back 01

: tams of a vanquished shtp w;ﬂ in
sum:ndez.
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