
In The Spotlight with: Matthew Schreiber, Ohio Northern University Law School Student  

By Kate Feeks   

Matthew Schreiber, a law student at Ohio Northern University, will be on the show Law Talk 

with host John Celebrezze to discuss his recent win of the Ohio Northern Law School Anthony J. 

Celebrezze Appellate Advocacy Competition.  This show will run throughout the month of 

September on Wadsworth Cable (WCTV) Public Access Channel 15, Brunswick Area 

Television (BAT) Public access Chanel 21, and Armstrong Cable Access Channel 37 in Medina 

County along with Clear Picture Channels 21 & 22 in Wooster and Massillon. 

The Appellate Advocacy Competition is named in honor of the late Anthony J Celebrezze, LLB 

’36.  Judge Celebrezze served as a judge on the Sixth Circuit United States Court of Appeals.  

The competition is open to all second and third year Ohio Northern law students. Traditionally, a 

panel of distinguished members of the local and state bar, including the late Judge Celebrezze 

himself, has judged the final round.   

This year’s competition took place on March 30, 2017.  Ohio Supreme Court Justice Pat Fischer, 

Ohio Third District Court of Appeals, Judge John Willamowski, and Ohio Tenth District Court 

of Appeals Judge Bill Klatt judged the final round. 

Matthew Schreiber, the winner of this year’s competition, will be starting his 3rd year of law 

school this August. “I will be getting my JD (Jurist Doctorate) and my master’s degrees at the 

same time.  I will receive a Masters of Law in Democratic Government and Rule of Law.  I will 

graduate with both of those degrees in May 2018”, Schreiber explained.   

Matthew competed in the first year Appellate Advocacy Competition last year and won.  He was 

very motivated by this achievement and wanted to get involved in more competitions to better 

himself in presenting arguments. “I am also on the International Law Moot Court Team”, 

Matthew said. 

The problem presented to the competitors usually focuses on a controversial issue that will be 

heard by the United States Supreme Court.   The ONU Moot Court Board of Advocates is in 

charge of the competition.  These law students are responsible for making the case problem 

avialable to the competitors.   

Students are given one week to prepare their arguments once the case problems are handed out.  

“The most difficult part of the competition for me was having to switch which side we were 

arguing.  We only had a few days to prepare a completely new argument that was effectively 

countering everything we just presented”, noted Matthew. 

“The case presented this year, Manuel v. City of Joliet, was a lawsuit brought by a private citizen 

against the City of Joliet, Illinois for violating the citizen’s constitutional rights by holding him 

in jail in violation of his 4th Amendment right”, explained Matthew.  Manuel sued the city of 



Joliet and various law enforcement officers under the federal “constitutional tort” statue, which 

allows people to sue in federal court for deprivation of their constitutional rights.   Manuel 

alleged that law enforcement officers knew that he did not possess ecstasy ( illicit drug) and 

unlawfully arrested him.  Then they repeatedly told prosecutors and judges that he did, so that 

Manuel was held in jail for 48 days until the charges against him were dismissed.   

To learn more about this case and Mathew Schreiber, watch for the next episode of Law Talk 

with host Attorney John Celebrezze. 

 


