
In The Spotlight with: Tom Teodosio, Judge Ninth District Court of Appeals 

By Kate Feeks   

Judge Tom Teodosio, will be on the show Law Talk with host John Celebrezze to discuss his recent 

election as judge on the Ninth District Court of Appeals.  This show will run throughout the month of 

September on Wadsworth Cable (WCTV) Public Access Channel 15, Brunswick Area Television 

(BAT) Public access Chanel 21, and Armstrong Cable Access Channel 37 in Medina County along 

with Clear Picture Channels 21 & 22 in Wooster and Massillon.  

 

Judge Teodosio graduated from the University of Akron, School of Law in 1982. 

 

In November 2016 Judge Teodosio was elected to the Ninth District Court of Appeals, which has 

jurisdiction over cases appealed from trial courts in Summit, Lorain, Medina and Wayne counties. The 

District has approximately 1.1 million residents and the court handles approximately 800-900 new 

cases each year. 

 

In 2006, Judge Teodosio was elected Summit County Common Pleas Court Judge. He was re-elected in  

2012. In addition to his regular general division docket, Judge Teodosio presided over the Summit 

County’s Turning Point Program. The Turning Point Program is a specialized docket in which non-

violent, drug-dependent offenders are provided intense, court-supervised treatment over a12-18 month 

period. “The Turning Point Program was named by me. It was definitely the most rewarding part of my 

ten years as a judge.  It was just incredible to watch lives that were destroyed, by heroin especially,  

come around for the better… children reunited with parents, grandparents reunited with grandkids.   I 

recently got off the phone with a graduate of the program wanting to let me know that things are doing 

great.  That program was an amazing experience,” Teodosio said. 

 

While on the common pleas bench, Judge Teodosio was the presiding judge for the years 2010, 2011, 

2012 and 2015.  

 

Judge Teodosio was inspired to become a judge by other older attorneys and judges.  “I was in practice 

for 25 years and back in that day there was a lot of mentoring going on with attorneys and judges.  I got 

to know a lot of the judges and my Dad was always deeply involved in politics so I attended a lot of 

political events.  When a Summit County Common Pleas Court Judge retired and I was encouraged by 

others to run for the seat. I couldn’t let an opportunity like that pass by so I took advantage of it 

because I thought you never know if this opportunity will come around again, Teodosio explained.   

 

Prior to beginning his judicial career, Teodosio was partner in the law firm of Teodosio, Manos & 

Ward. As an attorney, Judge Teodosio participated in programs that provided pro-bono legal services at 

the Hospice Care Center and through the Western Reserve Volunteer Legal Services Program.  In 

addition to his law practice Judge Teodosio was elected to serve on Summit County Council in 

November 2000 and won re-election in 2004. While on Council he chaired the Summit County 

Predatory Lending Task Force and sponsored many pieces of legislation, including the creation of the 

Summit County Office of Consumer Affairs. 

 

Judge Teodosio is deeply involved in his community. He currently serves on the Akron Civic 

Theater Board of Directors, the Akron Zoo Board of Trustees, the Catholic Charities Community 

Services of Summit County and the Summit County Criminal Justice Advisory Board.  

 



To learn more about the 9th District Court of Appeals watch for the interview with Judge Tom Teodosio 

and Mr. Celebrezze throughout the month of September on Law Talk. 

 


