
In The Spotlight with: Medina County Prosecutor, Dean Holman 

By Kate Feeks   

Dean Holman, will be on the show Law Talk with host John Celebrezze to discuss his position serving as 

Medina County Prosecutor.  This show will run throughout the month of February on Wadsworth Cable (WCTV) 

Public Access Channel 15, Brunswick Area Television (BAT) Public access Channel 21, and Armstrong Cable 

Access Channel 37 in Medina County along with Clear Picture Channels 21 & 22 in Wooster and Massillon. 

 

Dean Holman was elected Medina County Prosecuting Attorney in 1988.  He was re-elected to that position 

again in 1992, 1996, 2000, 2004, 2008 and 2012.  Prosecutor Holman received his undergraduate degree from 

the University of Akron where he later received his law degree in 1980. He was an assistant Medina County 

Prosecutor from 1981 to 1984 and chief assistant prosecutor in Huron County from 1985 through 1986.   

 

Holman maintained a private law practice in Brunswick, Ohio from 1985 through 1997.He is active in the 

community as a member, and board member, of the Brunswick Optimist Club, a former member of the Board of 

Directors of the Brunswick Salvation Army, a former member of the Brunswick Chamber of Commerce, and 

past member of the Board of Directors of the Cleveland Baseball Foundation. He is currently a member of the 

executive committee of the Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association (OPAA), and has previously served as 

president, secretary and treasurer of that organization. Mr. Holman was named Prosecutor of the Year in 2011.  

 

Prosecuting attorneys represent local, state and federal governments in criminal court cases. In addition to trying 

cases, they also interview witnesses and victims, evaluate police reports and perform legal research to plan the 

prosecution of each case.  “My responsibilities are to prosecute felonies, handle matters in juvenile court, both 

prosecution of misdemeanor and acts that would be felonies if committed by adults.  To prosecute adults for 

felonies…, I am basically involved in reviewing cases, police reports, appellate briefs and reviewing issues in 

the civil department as they arise. I give approval to charges in the Grand Jury phase, plea deals…”  Holman 

explained. 

 

A prosecutor must also have an understanding of the community’s needs and the motivation driving law- 

breakers. Successful prosecution can lead to an individual's loss of rights, and so a prosecuting attorney must use 

discretion, perform careful research and seek justice. This position also requires a sense of civic duty and 

fairness as well as strong analytical skills.  “The real challenge today is the heroin addiction problem we are 

seeing in our area.  It has dramatically increased in the last 5 years.  The increase in cases is so high there is a 

lack of facilities to treat these people, or incarcerate them.  In 2010 there was a change in the law with House 

Bill 86.  The law basically says you cannot send persons accused of a felony 4 or 5 to prison.  This puts pressure 

on the local systems to handle these people.  It has been a real challenge figuring out a way to deal with this 

issue and the growth.” Holman explained.   

 

Holman decided to run for prosecutor in 1988.  “I felt that I could improve this office.  I was an assistant 

prosecutor in Medina County from 1981-1984.  I wanted to be the county prosecutor, I wanted to try cases and I 

wanted to help lead law enforcement.” Holman said.   

 

Holman’s favorite part of his job is achieving sound and just results. “Arriving at a just or fair result in a criminal 

case, or a civil case, and achieving a good result for our clients is what I really strive…”  Holman stated. 

 

To learn more about Medina County Prosecutor Dean Holman, watch for the interview with him and John 

Celebrezze throughout the month of February on Law Talk. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


